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Uniforms for Civil Transport Workers

1. "In November 1952 ar Order of the i}:«x.xle,u.: lar Council of Mintaters introduced
uniforms for all officials ard employees of the Railway, Sea, Air and Motor
Transport organizations. The uniforms khave badges and stars indicatinzg
seniority. | ;

| i
Abolitior of Transport Courts

\ i
2. YAt the same time the existing Transport Courts verse abolished. All cases
transferred to the jurisdiction

connected with nationalized transport were
of the military courts. ‘The Transport Courts in Bulgaria had been under

the control of the Ministry of Tragsport. Thney tried the cases of railway

employees, motor trausport cmploy¢es, sailors and civili air pilots. The

Transport Court ir Burgas neisted of a president who was & lawyer, one

railway employee, one driver, ore|sailor and one employee of the Civil Ailr -
Transport. Usually the sentences rendered by these courts were worse thaa

the sentences of the military couz"'ts. For exemple:
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a. In January 1952 the Transport Court in Burgas tried the case of
Kalut Kojgev, a bus conductor, native of Mazlko Turnovoi In
‘gsuing a ticket to a passenger he had written 180 lev instead
o. 1, lev, but he had writter the proper amount in wcrds and
his .sums were correct. For tkis error the court sentenced him
to have 25% deducted from his basic salary for the year. He

- worked on the bus line Buxrgas~Elkhove.

b. In February 1952 on the Burgas Pomorie railway line near the
airfield of Sarafoveo & train coming from Burgas in the
direction of Pomorie struck & bus coming from Burgas towaxrds
Stalin (Yormerly Varna). Two bue-passengers were killed,
several wounded. There was ro doubt that the bus driver,
Zelazko Tcholakov of Varra, was guilty. Because he was o
prominent CP 'activist' the Trarnsport Court declared him
'not guilty'. Tke train ecgineer was sentenced to 10 years
in Jail and a fine represexnting the cost of the bus repair.

“The machine-tractor station (MTS8) i- Bolyarove, county Flkhovo,:wns established
in fall 1951. In summer 1952 there were at the station:

-15 heavy caterpillar tracccrs (five Stalinec, S4ve DT and
five Kadie - all of Boviet productior, Tractor Kharkov “lant
and Stalinec)

=32 light trectors (four US Fordson, 10 German Fordeon, 12 Walleas,
two Czech Steyer and four other old ones).

-35 threshing machines (&5 Dimitrovki of Bulgarian production from
the factory in Ruse - graller than the Dimitrovki, three old
German Gasheich)

-11 combines ( 5 automotive ard 6 for trailere - all Staline male)

-one ZIS 105 truck

- seven or eight old harvest machines in the villages.

Therevwere gtill no sheds for all this equipment.
'MTS personnel:

a. Btation Director was Toncho Georgijev, about 4O, native of 8itovo,
county Elkhovo, High school graduate, no technical knowledge. A
Communist. Before he becsme Station Director he was member of the
counily coumilttee 1o Zlxkdicvo.

b. Technical Director was Dimiter Mishlenkov, about 50, of Elkhovo,
Trained machinist. Employed 1938-39 1in Germany. @Good specialist.

c. Politicheski otgovornik (fnu) Velikov, about 35, of Malocmirovo,
county Elihovo, KLE school educaticn. Active Communist. .

4. Bookkeeper Teodor Yanev, about L5. of Bolyarove, ccunty Elkheove,
a Communist.

e. About seven other officials, eight workers in the repair workshops
and about 50 tractor drivers and their aides were peruanently
employed. Forty more tractor drivers were kired for the harvest
season. Twenty-.wo drivers and their aides were employed
permanently. Five woriiers ard one officlal were attached to
each threshing nmackine.
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2. "lhe driver of a threshing machine received 1.16 lev plus one kilogram 300 N
grams wheat from every ton of threshec wheet. An aide received 0,92 lev !
Plus 900 grams wheat. A worker received 0.98 lev rlus 1 kilogram wheat. -
A Becretary received 0.72 lev plus LoC grams wheat. | There was a deduction I
of J 124 for income tax from the vhole pay. When threshing tarley a kilogram
of| barley was accounted for as a kilogram of wheat » jput the base was the
ba}‘ley's Price translated intc wheat price so that the workers received for
threshing barley about 70 kllograms of wheat irstead of 100 kg. as or the
th;‘eshing of wheat. 'fhe 'morm’ for a threshing machine in one seeson was
350 tons; I have done 520 toms. For threshing ebove, the 'norm' the pay was
& little higher. Food was provided bty the collective farm with which we were
woz(‘kiqg. At the end the collective deduc+ed 180 lev] from our pay for food
forith,ree months. When we started o work we were paid 100 lev in advance.

In (the middle of the season they gave us another 200|1ev edvance. The accounts
weqe:dattled at the season‘s end.{three montks). The cash balance was paid;
the wheat wvas rot distributed until the exd of November. The workers in the
workshop were paid from 300 to 660 lev a month: 300|lev to a worker, 660 to

& foreman-engineer., The copbine drivers vere very well paid. Some earned
8,000 1lev and 5,000 kilogr of wheat par seasor. i

|

|
6. "For every 100 kilogr. of threshed wheat the collective and the private farms
Paid T kilogr. 710 grams of wheat. cr the combines they paid 11% of the
est. |

7. "Thq Morska Stroitelna Sekcla {Maritime Construction IBra.nch) ir Blrgas does
congtruction work for civii Urensport in the District|of Burgas. In the fall
of 1952 it was engaged o: the following projects: !
|
1

8. Works connected with the constraction of the}railwa.y line Burgas.
8talin (Varna) within the sector Dolro Ezerovo-Kamznar, county
Pomorie, The tank was already finighed, and |workers were employed
on the construction of This line, They worked on a Plece-work
basis: 11 lev for digging out oze cubic meter of earth and
trensferring it to the bazk. The workers pald for their food and
lived in damp barracks. The fo0d was scant, housing coaditions
bad and the pay very bad. Many workers were absert from work
(Lekuchestvo - absenteeism). I
L. On the civil airfield <I Sarafcve rear Bu;-gae!a station building

was under zonstriction, A sd-io4rea 50 x 59 moin the front of
the building wes being paved wivn concrete. Il’assenger planes
nad to land and take of: from <ais area. There were no concrete
runways at this airrfield. Avout 69 censtruction workers were
vworking there: skilled workers, tricklayers ej.nd concrete workers. ’
They earned more pPay and hsd tetlter consitions than those on the
railway prodect. |

i
= North of tke village of Atarascvo, construction of a radio station for the
civil airfield in Sarafove. Ahout 25 men were; employed.

|
d. Near the rallway station o Burgas “apad (WestD construction of two
apartment buildings for rallway worsers, Aboult 100 workers were
employed. i

|
8. "Unden the Plan for 1853 the Burgea “onctruction Branch!v&s to start construction
on the Dolno Ezerovo - Grudovo {formerly Srede.) roiiway line, which is to form
a loca}l branch of thc Burgas~Scfia 1ire,
L
9. “The workers employed in the tranzporiation o1 tuilding imaterials were paid for
every transported ton. For loading, lransporting and urloading at destination
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cne ton they received 4,70 lev. The vork‘ez-js paid for their own food. They e
Were working from 8ix a.m. to 11-12pm, - They transported sand, gravel, ,*.4
cement, etc.” | l
. - end ‘- R
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